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Contlnued from Page 1

gamefish thrive in the. backwaters‘

of the state line area and suggest-
ed the project might be better su1t—
ed for Singleton: D1tc :
Momenece, that also ca
voluine into the river.

Project: planners - disagree

need to see if this type of work _is,' L
economically feasible and environ-, .
mentally sensitive,” said Jim Mick, .

a DNR stream biologist serving as
liaison to the Kankakee River
Partnership. “Before we proceed
with construction, there is a feasi-

Lo

r.

: bility stngé= junt like in any Corps

- project.- After six months, -we
review the plans -before making a
final construction decision.”

. Mick added that “Singleton Ditch -
. is on our rada_r screen but first we -

must secure the property. Right
* now we don't control any of the

_ although we 'are workmg with land’

. ---owners to be’ able te. do thls type
<-of work, .

Both tlie.state line area and Sm—

gleton Ditch have been identified as
problem areas by the Corps in its
basin-wide river study.

“We -are looking at. a. second
aquanc ‘ecosystem project on Sin-
gleton Ditch,” Mick said.

.“Such projects are merely nrééur-
sor's to the work that wrll complete

‘the basin wide study.

Ken Derickson, pmJect manager
for the basin study, says the only
thing holding up the project now is
getting final sign-ons from both Illi-

nois and Indiana. Each state must
. pledge matchmg funds — cash_and
in-kind services —})efor

pro_]ect can continue

Derrckson says he remains tonfi- *
“dent that both states’ W1ll agree to
-, fund the projeet. ..

The basin project will seek solu-

tions to flood control, sedimenta-
tion and water quality issues

affecting both states. }
- “We're committed to gettmg this

'_flood ‘control’ and sedlmentatlon

pro_]ect done mthln ‘the next 30
monthg.”” Many of the recent
Conservation 2000’ prOJects along
the Kankakee and Iroquofs rivers is |
laying the groundwork for Illmors :
cost share in the basin project. . =~
Dericksor said’; ecosystem
restoration methods are the key to :

basi.n‘
methods _may - involve re- |
openmg ‘some of ‘the ‘old river”
meanders in Indxana that wete cut
off from the river during channal-
ization. Those old ox-bow areas’
would serve as water retention
areas during high flows and help |
reduce flood and sedlmentatmn
transport downstream




